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Tracy Egoscue                                                   10/31/2008

David Bacharowski 

California Regional Water Quality Control Board Los Angeles Region

320 West 4th Street, Suite 200

Los Angeles, CA 90013

(Via U.S. Mail and E-mail)

cc. Susan Callery & Tom Seckington DTSC 

     Paul J. Davis City of Los Angeles Department of Recreation

     Shelly Backlar Friends of the Los Angeles River 

     David Beckman NRDC 

     Christina Walsh Cleanuprocketdyne dot org

I am writing you as a follow up to the initial request of immediate action related to the groundwater impacts of the Santa Susana Field Laboratory (SSFL) and how they may relate to surrounding areas including Chatsworth Park South via it’s drainage and a response to your letter to ACME dated October 17th, 2008.

Thank you for the Laboratory Analysis on Perchlorate, yet my request called for the testing of Trichloroethylene (TCE). This was the basis of my entire 2 year study. Linked Below.

http://www.cleanuprocketdyne.org/documents/curo_eir/Chatsworth%20Groundwater%20to%20surface.pdf 

It is a large file, so please be patient when downloading.

I feel this is another example of the offsite risks to human health and clean water. 

The numbers you have provided me in the letter dated October 17, 2008 are staggering. Every day 4300 Gallons are released into the Chatsworth Park South Watershed and then into the Los Angeles River. An additional 9600 gallons per day are released into Simi Valley through the other end of the tunnel, again, these pumps are running 24 hours a day.
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There is a known TCE plume migrating in the direction of the estimated 70 deep-draw down wells actively pumping 24/7 and releasing untreated groundwater from the Chatsworth Train Tunnel No. 26. In your October 17, 2008 letter you state “There is a natural geographic divide between the SSFL and Chatsworth Park South that prohibits surface water flow from the SSFL to the park.” My whole presentation is on Groundwater discharge that becomes surface water and therefore a California Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) problem. It becomes a much larger issue as it makes it ‘s way into the Los Angeles River.

It is our position that the constant and ongoing effort to lower the water table will have an impact on the sub-surface groundwater aquifer by drawing these contaminants away from the SSFL. 

In your October 17, 2008 letter you state “Regional Board staff has recently contacted representatives from SCRRA (Southern California Regional Rail Authority) and are planning to conduct an inspection of the tunnel and the associated discharges to determine if SCRRA requires a NPDES (National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System) permit for the discharges.” My partner, Christina Walsh and I would very much like to be there as a guest, during the Tunnel No. 26 Inspection. We hereby make this request to be present.

In your October 17, 2008 letter you state “Your request relates to the SSFL” and “Please Contact DTSC for Further information” DTSC was alerted as they were cc’d on this request. They informed me this is a RWQCB issue as they are only looking for shooting range related chemicals of concern at this time. This is another example of the SSFL impacting offsite areas.

The Boeing Company hosted a tour of the drill site for their new groundwater study. What they do know is there is an offsite plume of contamination headed northeast. What they are unsure of is how far it does reach. Chatsworth Park South is a great place to start looking. Christina Walsh and myself met with Hydrologists from Cal State Los Angeles and Cal State Northridge who very much agree with the potential pathway and that it is a concern.
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Another problem we have is the “Subsidence” of groundwater during extraction.

[image: image2.jpg]Subsidence that results from groundwater withdrawal can be responsible for numerous structural
effects. Most seriously affected are long, linear surface infrastructure facilties that are sensitive to
slight changes in gradient or slope.

Drainage courses, roads, rail lines, wells, oiligas pipelines, and utiity (water, gas, power, and
sewer) lines are potentially the most vulnerable to damage. Basically, the process by which this
‘most important type of subsidence occurs involves the extraction of a large quantity of water from
an unconsolidated aquifer. As water is removed from the aquifer, the total weight of the
overburden that the water used to help to support is placed on the alluvial structure; the overburden
can then become compressed. If fine-grained silts and clays make up portions of the aquifer, the
additional load can squeeze the water out of these layers and into the coarser grained portions of
the aquifer. Al of this compaction produces a net loss in volume and hence a depression in the
land surface.
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The 24 hours a day of sump-pumping extracting a large quantity of water from an unconsolidated aquifer.

To make matters worse, In the year 2000, SSFL co-owners NASA and The Boeing Company turn off their groundwater “Pump and Treat” systems. In the same year these 70 deep-sump de-watering devices were installed inside the Chatsworth train Tunnel no. 26. These draw thousand of gallons of groundwater on a 24 hour a day schedule and dump it into the Los Angeles River via a drainage system in Chatsworth Park South. This pumped groundwater meets the Los Angeles River via Santa Susana Creek coming from Chatsworth Park South storm drainage systems. With the Boeing and NASA systems offline, these 70 tunnel pumps could be drawing contaminated water further offsite than we are comfortable with. From the ongoing investigation of Groundwater as presented to us on this tour the pathways are still unknown.
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With working with EPA and DTSC on the Background study we noticed the rocks formations and its directions from the SSFL.
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The anisotropy that we see here is consistent with discussions as presented by The Boeing Company on the “Sheer Zone” and it’s effects on the groundwater movement. 

In conclusion, we request immediate action on investigating the TCE groundwater impacts from the SSFL and how they may relate to the activities from the Chatsworth Train Tunnel no. 26 and it’s associated discharges and drainages to the Santa Susana Creek and the Los Angeles River. WE WANT THIS SUMP-PUMP DISCHARGE AREA TESTED FOR TCE ON BOTH THE SIMI VALLEY and CHATSWORTH PARK SOUTH openings of Tunnel No. 26.

This is an urgent matter and should be treated that way. I look forward to your immediate action on this issue.

William Preston Bowling - Founder/Director

ACME (Aerospace Cancer Museum of Education)

williamprestonbowling@yahoo.com

310.428.5085

http://www.ACMEla.org  

23350 Lake Manor Drive

Chatsworth, California

91311
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