
April 28, 2008 
 
Stephen Johnson, Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
 
George Gray, Assistant Administrator, Office of Research and Development 
Environmental Protection Agency 
 
Dear Sirs:  
 

On April 10, 2008, U.S. EPA’s Office of Research and Development announced 
revisions in the process it uses to update the Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS), which 
provides human health risk information on more than 540 environmental contaminants—changes 
that allow polluters a preferential and secret seat at the table. We call on EPA to reverse those 
changes and instead institute a process that will level the playing field between those impacted 
by environmental pollution and those responsible for it. 

 
IRIS is the data base used by EPA, state, territorial, and tribal environmental agencies 

throughout the United States, as well as health agencies throughout the world, to set standards 
that limit the release of toxic chemicals and determine objectives for hazardous waste cleanup. 
Though little known, IRIS’s numerical values have a direct effect on the water we drink, the air 
we breathe, and the soil that underlies our homes, schools, businesses, and parks. 

 
EPA states that the new IRIS process will “increase its transparency and efficiency.” We 

believe it will instead institutionalize the growing influence of federal polluting agencies such as 
the Defense Department, Department of Energy, and NASA over the establishment of toxicity 
standards in the U.S. These agencies are the biggest contributors to toxic Superfund sites, as well 
as thousands of additional contaminated properties, across the country. Their recent intervention 
in the IRIS process has weakened and delayed EPA’s findings on such widespread toxic 
contaminants as perchlorate, an essential component of solid rocket fuel, and the solvent 
trichloroethylene (TCE), which is the most common pollutant in the nation’s Superfund sites. 
These agencies have a conflict of interest because environmental standards, based on IRIS 
values, restrict their operations and those of their contractors, and changes in those standards for 
just one high-profile substance could cost or save them billions of dollars. 

 
The new process is an attempt to cement a privileged position for federal polluting 

agencies, in which they would have recurring, generally secret (“deliberative”) input into EPA’s 
findings. We believe that polluters, whether or not they are government agencies, should have no 
greater access to EPA risk assessors than does the public at large. 

 
Furthermore, the federal polluting agencies will initiate targeted discussions with EPA on 

the development of risk assessments for chemicals that they determine to be critical to their 
missions. We believe that the mission-criticality of a substance has nothing to do with its 
toxicity, which is and should be based on science. 

 
EPA, under pressure from the Bush White House, has given the foxes the keys to the 



environmental protection henhouse. We call upon EPA and the Bush Administration to abandon 
these revisions to IRIS and instead adopt an approach that generates and applies rigorous, 
independent, and timely assessments of chemicals that impact human health and the 
environment, based upon the following three principles: 
 
1. All stakeholders, including the affected public, private polluters, and federal polluting 

agencies, should have the same access to the decision-making process for the assessment of 
hazardous substances. 

 
2. Federally funded risk-relevant research should be managed by agencies that do not have 

conflicts of interest—that is, agencies that will incur significant costs or encumbrances 
associated with more protective health and environmental standards should not control these 
research activities. 

 
3. The entire process of assessing hazardous substances should be carried out in the sunshine, 

with oversight by the public, the press, and by Congress. 
 

Our health and the health of future generations depend upon it. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
In alphabetical order by last name 
*For identification purposes only 
 
Sarah Anker, President, Community Health and Environment Coalition, Mt. Sinai, NY 
 
Cal Baier-Anderson, Environmental Defense Fund 
 
William Preston Bowling, Executive Director, Aerospace Cancer Museum of Education, 
Chatsworth, CA 
 
Andrea Byron, The Few, The Proud, The Forgotten www.tftptf.com Trenton, OH 
 
Jeff Byron, Camp Lejeune Community Assistance Panel,* The Few, The Proud, The Forgotten 
www.tftptf.com Fairfield, OH 
 
Mary Byron, The Few, The Proud, The Forgotten www.tftptf.com Fairfield, OH 
 
Alise Cappel, Environmental Law Foundation, Oakland, CA 
 
Ken and Regina Deschere www.Ithaca-SHIP.org Ithaca, NY 
 
Barry Durand, Weaverville, NC 
 
J. M. Ensminger, Camp Lejeune Community Assistance Panel,* The Few, The Proud, The Forgotten 
www.tftptf.com Richlands, NC 



 
Amanda Evans, Founder and Board President, Victims of TCE Exposure www.victimsoftceexposure.org and 
View-Master Health Study Citizens Advisory Group,* Hillsboro, OR  
 
Neil Fischbein, The TCE Blog 
 
Debra Hall, Hopewell Junction (NY) Citizens for Clean Water  
 
Theodore Henry, Westminster, MD 
 
Gina Horecky, Citizens Advisory Group (under EPA)*, Mills Gap Road Groundwater, Asheville, NC 
 
Glen Horecky, Chairman of Citizens Advisory Group (under EPA)*, Mills Gap Road 
Groundwater, Asheville, NC 
 
Jane Horton, Mountain View, CA 
 
Sue Hughes, United Neighbors Improving Tomorrow’s Environment (UNITE), Royalton, NY 
 
Layna LaBarge, Hopewell Junction (NY) Citizens for Clean Water  
 
Larry Leroy Ladd, Community Advisory Group for Aerojet Superfund Site Issues,* 
http://www.perchlorate.org Rancho Cordova, CA 
 
Tim Leed, Save Wiccopee Organization www.wiccopee.org  
 
Dee Lewis, National Disease Clusters Alliance www.clusteralliance.org 
 
Jim Little, Endicott, NY 
 
Denita McCall, Camp Lejeune (NC) Community Assistance Panel* 
  
Jill McElheney, MICAH’s Mission (Ministry to Improve Childhood & Adolescent Health), 
Winterville, GA 
 
Carol Meschkow, President, Concerned Citizens of the Plainview-Old Bethpage Community, 
NY 
 
Emily Monosson, Montague MA  
 
Mary Moore, Vice President, Lindon Park Neighborhood Association and Community Advisory 
Group member, Motorola 52nd Street Superfund Site*, Phoenix, AZ 
 
Bob Moss, Community Co-Chair, Moffett Field Restoration Advisory Board* and Board of Directors, 
Barron Park Association Foundation 
 



Dave Ness Jr., Bayport, MN 
 
Robert J. O'Dowd, www.mwsg37.com Somerdale, NJ  
 
Laura Olah, Executive Director, Citizens for Safe Water Around Badger, Merrimac, WI 
 
Bruce Oldfield, Co-Chair, New York Vapor Intrusion Alliance, Binghamton, NY 
 
Paula Orellana, The Few, The Proud, The Forgotten, Chambersburg, PA 
 
Mike Partain, Community Assistance Panel Member,* Camp Lejeune, NC 
 
Julianne Rizzo, United Neighbors Improving Tomorrow’s Environment (UNITE), Royalton, NY 
 
Lenny Siegel, Executive Director, Center for Public Environmental Oversight www.cpeo.org  
 
Bob Spiegel, Edison (NJ) Wetlands Association 
 
John Uldrich, Chairman, Uldrich-Integris Media Inc. 
 
Christina Walsh, Executive Director, www.Cleanuprocketdyne.org Chatsworth, CA  
 
Laura Ward, President, Family Oriented Community-United Strong (FOCUS), Tallevast, FL 
 
Wanda Washington, Vice-President, Family Oriented Community-United Strong (FOCUS), Tallevast, FL 
 
Richard Wiles, Executive Director, Environmental Working Group 
 
Bill Wolfe, Director, New Jersey Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility (PEER) 
 


