
 

 
 
Jerry Tucker                                                                                                  3/11/2009                                                                
Pratt & Whitney Rocketdyne 
6633 Canoga Avenue 
Canoga Park, California 91304 
Thomas Gallacher 
The Boeing Co. 
5800 Woolsey Canyon 
Canoga Park, California 91304 
(via e-mail and U.S. Mail)  
  
cc. Norm Riley & Laura Rainey - DTSC, Shelly Backlar Friends of the Los Angeles River, David Beckman NRDC, 
Christina Walsh Cleanuprocketdyne dot org, Barri Worth for Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa and Aron 
Miller for State Senator Fran Pavley, Craig Cooper – EPA, Louise Rishoff for Assembly Member Julia Brownley and 
Tracy Egoscue – RWQCB. 
 
Dear Mr. Tucker and Mr. Gallacher,  
  
Below we see a photo taken at the southern property line between Best Buy and Pratt & 
Whitney Rocketdyne across from the Westfield Topanga Plaza Shopping Center. A sign 
reads “SSFL Transition to Canoga” and we see several pallets of equipment and boxes. 

 



 
What areas of the Santa Susana Field Laboratory (SSFL) are these coming from? 
Are they Impacted with Radioactivity or even tested at all? We have questions. We would 
also like to know TODAY’s relationship between Pratt & Whitney Rocketdyne (PWR) and 
the SSFL. Underneath this chain-link fence we see a drainage with runoff from the PWR 
facility and what appears to be the tailings of a core-hole sample, typically seen debris 
from chemical or radiological sampling by companies like MWH or CDM. Can you 
explain this? Is it a Hazard to the public as it is outside the PWR fenceline? You have take 
into consideration that Secretary Linda S. Adams from the California Environmental 
Protection Agency (CalEPA) in a letter to Lisa Jackson – Administrator for the United 
States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S.EPA) dated February 24th of 2009 states that 
the “SSFL is contaminated with Radioactive and Chemical Substances that Seriously 
Threaten Public Health and the Environment” The public needs to be certain that every 
precaution and protocol was followed in these transfers. See Link Below… 
http://208.106.250.108/files/lib_correspond/letters/3703_LetterfromLAdamstoLJackson.pdf  
 

 
 
This enters a storm-drain on Owensmouth Avenue and drains into the L.A. River. The PWR 
Facility is not a Remote Test Site on The Hill, more care needs to be taken in the transfer 
and storage of assets from the SSFL when they enter a Public Environment. We have to 
consider in the past that PWR was a former Nuclear Research Facility. 



 

 
 

 



Below we see a photo of the “Rocketdyne Campus” what were in these buildings and 
where are the characterization studies found? Aside from the Pratt & Whitney Rocketdyne 
facility, two of the Buildings remain. One is occupied by Catalina Yachts, were there any 
Atomics International research conducted inside the now Catalina Yachts factory? There is 
other an Rocketdyne building that exists today on the southeast corner of Victory and 
Canoga, was it only used for office work? Many of these buildings you see below were 
removed and apartment buildings and shopping centers were built ontop of known 
plumes. This practice we see continuing today of D & D first and sample later is a risk to 
the community. We do not want to see any more cancers in this area. 
 

         
 
 

             



 

 



 
Where was the oversight for the Atomics International Vanowen Building? Who was the 
lead agency? Is the Empty Field that remains Radiologically Impacted? 
 
Is there a place online where Environmental and Historical Reports are available to the 
public? The Community has a right to this information. Removal of Reactor Housing under 
the cover of a 350 Million Dollar Renovation of the Westfield Topanga Plaza, Uranium 
and other Toxic Fires are not just folklore. 
 
We cannot undo the past yet we can learn from our mistakes and we can all work 
together in reducing the health impacts in the San Fernando and Simi Valley’s from 
Aerospace and Nuclear Research Operations and Improper Characterization and Sloppy 
Remediation and Closures. 
 
ACME is an active participant in the RCRA Facility Investigation process of the Santa 
Susana Field Laboratory and will continue to comment as needed. We would like to 
comment on any current PWR activities that are currently underway and in the future. 
 
Thank you in advance for all your work on these issues and keeping us informed on 
associated correspondence and request you continue to do so.  
 
 
William Preston Bowling   
Founder/Director 
ACME (Aerospace Cancer Museum of Education) 
williamprestonbowling@yahoo.com 
310.428.5085 
http://www.ACMEla.org   
23350 Lake Manor Drive 
Chatsworth, California 
91311 
 
 
 
 
 
 


