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CANQGA PARK, Ca. (Qctober 20, 1989) - The Rocketdyne Division of Rockwell
International today announced that it is amending its application for a renewal of its Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC) License to process nuclear material in it's "Hot Lab"
located at the Santa Susana Field Laboratory (SSFL).

The original application requested a ten year extension of the NRC license, The
amendment requests the license remain in effect only through 30 October 1990 and will
significantly reduce the amount of radiosctive material permitted in the facility. This will
permit the comparny 10 complete current work in progress and prepare and submit to the
NRC a plan for the dccor'trt‘zkt;r}i'nation and decommissioning (D&D) of the facility,

The amount of radioactivity to be handled in the "hot lab" under the revised permit will be
significantly jegs than that found in a typical neighborhood hospital radiation therapy unit,

In making this announc:emé.m, Rocketdyne President Bob Paster noted that "Rockwell's
Involvement in nuclear activities at SSFL has declined substantially in recent years as DOE
has shifted its emphasis on reacror development away from Liquid Metal Fast Breeder
Reactors, Rocketdyne's historical area of expertise, and voward Light Water Reactors.”
This decision is not expected to result in the loss of jobs for Rocketdyne employees
working in the "hot 1ab" as they will be reassigned when current tasks are completed,
The Impact on the business base of the Division will be negligiEic as almost all of the
Division's "hot 1ab" work wus complered in 1986, |
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Paster also noted that "in recent manths there have been expressions of serious concern
from the surrounding community, about our nuclear work at SSFL, While the "hot lab"
poses no threat to safety, health™or the environment, we hepe closure of the facility will
allay concerns and will assure the public of our commitment to the community in which we
live and work," ,

Rockwell International is a $12 billion multi-industry company applying advanced
technology to a wide range of products in its aerospace, electronics, automotive and

graphics businesses.
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